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The first half of 2026 has seen the Chamber deliver a consistent calendar of events focused on connecting local 
businesses, building capability, and supporting economic activity across the region. Engagement has grown steadily, with 
representation from retail, hospitality, trades, professional services, and emerging small businesses.

Events Delivered
• Networking Night with Steph Cooke MP (April) – strong, diverse turnout with open discussion on business 

challenges and regional opportunities. The informal format worked well and strengthened our relationship with 
Steph Cooke's office for future advocacy.

• Speed Networking Night (May) – good attendance, new collaborations formed between service providers and 
retailers, and common challenges identified for follow-up workshops (digital skills, staffing, marketing).

• Cowra Business Exchange (May) – hosted with DPIRD, with excellent cross-sector attendance, presentations from 
Regional Economic Development and the Industry Capability Network, and practical resources shared for business 
growth.

• Central West Inspired Women Panel (June) – hosted with Regional Development Australia. Registrations reached full 
capacity, though around half attended on the day. Feedback from attendees was very positive, with strong interest 
in future women-focused Chamber initiatives.

• Winter Wanderlust Business Engagement (June/July) – supporting Cowra Tourism, the Chamber coordinated retailer 
outreach for the Window Display Competition, encouraged extended trading hours, and helped secure empty 
shopfronts for community displays. Initial uptake has been slower than hoped, with prize incentives proposed to lift 
participation.

Cowra Cash Card – Ongoing
The Chamber continues to promote the Cowra Cash Card through social media, newsletters, and merchant outreach, 
including onboarding support for new participating businesses and promotion of the card for seasonal gifting. The 
program remains a key driver in keeping money circulating locally.

Membership, Communications & Digital Presence
• Steady growth in newsletter sign-ups from events, social media, and direct outreach, with improved mailing list 

accuracy and segmentation.
• Follow-up with non-member subscribers is converting interest into membership enquiries and sign-ups.
• Consistent Facebook and Instagram activity is driving event attendance and visibility of member achievements, 

supported by regular website updates.

Looking Ahead (Next 3–6 Months)
Annual General Meeting  •  Business After Hours networking series  •  Digital and AI workshops with local business 
owners  •  Christmas Festival

Summary
The Chamber is delivering practical, inclusive events that support business capability and community connection, aligned 
with Council's economic development priorities. We thank Council for its ongoing support and look forward to continued 
collaboration through 2026 and 2027.
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